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ROYAL LAO OOVBRHMENT-PATHET LAO POLITICAL AGREEMENT 


jiC/'esrsent on the He-es tablishment of the Royal Administration in 
Provinces ox Sam Neua and Phone Saly 

i 

Preliminary Remark; Within the spirit of the present agreement, the 
term " govemme n t" refers to the Government of His Majesty the Eang 4 The 
egression "former Pathet Lao fighting unit functionaries” refers to 
functionaries formerly employed by the Pathet Lao. 

AGREEMENT 

CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE POLITICAL DELEGATION OF THE 
ROYAL GOVERNMENT AND THE POLITICAL DELEGATION 
OF THE PATHET LAO FIGHTING UNITS 

In conformity with the provisions of the Joint Declaration dated 
December 28, 1956, of His Highness Prince Souvanna Phouma, Frime Minister, 
and His Highness Prince Souphanouvong, Chief of the Pathet Lao fighting 
unit delegation, in pursuance of the negotiation between the two parties and 
concerning the integration of all Lao citizens into ihe national community, 

The political delegation 6f the Royal Lao Government and the political 
delegation of the Pathet Lao fighting, unitsmade up as follows: 

For the Royal Government : 1 

M.Mb Thao Tan Choularaontri, President 
Inpeng Souryadhar, member 
Thao Bouavan Noras ing, member 
Anon Vimonphan, secretary 
Biss Tan Tanouan, ifember 

For the Pathet Lao fighting units* 

M.M. Phoumy Tongvichit, President 

Nouhak Phoum Savant-Vice President 

— Singkapo Choulamaly,. member 

Maha Kham Phahh Virachit, member 
Apheuy Chandavong, secretary 
Khamphay Boupha, observer 

met at Vientiane from September 16, 195?, to October 22, 1957, in an atmosphere 
of cordiality and mutual understanding » 

The two delegations affirm that the formation of a Government of National 
Union, the settlement of the administrative and military question and the 
integration of the members of the Pathet Lao fighting units into the national 
community are to be considered as necessary steps for the re-estab l is hm ent of ' 
national unity and constitute at the same time the implementation of the 
clauses of the Geneva Agreement, the Joint Declaration of December 28, 1956, 
and the previous agreement approved by the National Assembly in its Session of 
May 29, 1957. 
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In addition, the delegations affirm that national reconciliation 
constitutes the basis for peace, the safeguarding of democracy, of independence 
and progress o 

Imbued with this idea, the two delegations are agreed on what follows: 

Chapter One 

Administrative Reorganization of the Provinces of 
Sam Neua and Phong Saly 


A) Administration: 

Article 1: As of the date of the publication of the declaration turning 
over the two provinces to the Royal Government, the two provinces shell be 
effectively placed under Royal control. All regulations in force in the King - 
dom shall extend to those provinces. The two provinces shall be subject to 
the Royal Government according to the Constitution and laws. 

Article 2: With a view to showing the good faith of the two parties, the; 
administration of the two provinces of Sam Neua and Phong Saly shall be 
assured by Royal Lao Government functionaries and by former Pathet Lao fighting 
unit functionaries according to conditions set forth below: 

The province of Sam Neua shall be administered by a Rsyal Lao Govern^ 
ment Chaokhouengj the province of Phong Saly shall be administered by a former 
Pathet Lao fighting unit functionary. 

The Chaokhoueng of San Neua shall be seconded by a former Pathet Lao 
fighting unit functionary* The Chaokhoueng of Phong Saly shall be seconds 
by a Royal Lao Government functionary. 

One»half of the Chaomuongs (county chiefs), of the functionaries of the 
Province Chief's office and in the offices of the county chiefs as well as 
the functionaries in other services shall be chosen among former Pathet Lao 
fighting unit functionaries. Their assignment will be made by the Government 
on the proposal of a special commission. 


r : 





The functions of administrator of the provincial capital of Sam Neua 
shall be assured by a former Pathet Lao fighting unit functionary. The 
functions of administrator of the provincial capital of Phong Saly shall be 
assured by a Royal Lao Government functionary. 

The number and rank of the functionaries are those already determined 
by the Government, which is free to modify them by decreasing or increasing 
them according to the needs of the service. 
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On a temporary basis the heads of townships and villages shall continue 
to exercise these functions until new elections have been held. Such 
elections should tale place within a maximum period of three months front the 
date of the turning-over of the two provinces to the Kingdom. 

B) Functionaries: 
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B) Functionaries: 


Article 3i In conformity" with Paragraph 3 of Article 2 above, the 
tiro delegations shall designate a special commission erjeoirerri l to receive 
i/'ne former Pathet Lao fighting unit functionaries and to assign them to 
different services, according to a list to be furnished by the Pathet Leo 
fighting unites 

Article it: Functionaries who formerly had been members of the Royal 
Lao Government Adicinistration shall be reintegrated into their original 
branch of service 0 . If they havo (in Idle meantime) changed their positions^, 
the Government irf.ll try to lce3p them in their new positions provided they 
possess the required qualifications., 

Their service outside the Royal Lso Government Administration will be 
counted by tl© Royal Lao Government as service rendered insofar as their- 
rights 'to pension and retirement are concerned,, 

Their advancement xri.ll b8 subject to regulations presently governing 
promotions and civil service laws. 

Within the framework of the rules governing Royal civil service appoint* 
meats, functionaries and officials trained by the Pathet Lao fighting units 
■will be maintained insofar as possible in their present functions. 

Article $t During the period of three months, corresponding to the 
period far integration of the Pathet Iao fighting units into the national 
community, the Government will take into account their present assignments o 
They cannot be transferred except far health reasons or at their own 
request. 

Article 6: Before assuming thoir functions, former Pathet Iao fighting 
unit functionaries integrated into the Royal Administration shall swear an 
oath of loyalty to King and 'Constitution. 

Article 7i Former Pathet Lao fighting unit functionaries who do not 
desire to be integrated into the Royal Administration and wish to return 
to their homes as private citizens will, together with their families, 
receive aid and assistance of the Government to enable them to return to 
their native villages. The Government will give them initial assistance 
in finding means of earning a livelihood. 

Chapter Two 
Section 1 

Article 8: Before the Government of National Union is presented to 
the National Assembly for investiture, the chief of the Pathet Lao fitting 
units will make a declaration transferring to His Majesty the King the 
provinces of Sam Neua and Phcihg Saly, including military units and 
functionaries. 


Article 9t 
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Article $i The Prime Minister of the Royal Government agrees that the 
Patriotic Front known as the Neo Lao Hak Xat may function with all rights, 
liberties and responsibilities enjoyed by the other political parties 
created within the Kingdom, on condition that the statutes of the Neo Lao 
Dak Xat conform with the present laws in force . 

Section 2 

Article 10: After formation of the Government of National Union, the 
Government will establish in each of the two provinces a commission responsib..-: 
for transfer of public services to the Provincial Governor, to the county- 
chiefs and to heads of the technical services, as set forth in Articles 2 
and 3 of the present agreement. The transfer of such services will take plc.e;; 
consistent with the provisions set forth in Article 8 above. 

Article 11: After the transfer of such services, the commission shall 
proceed to invest the Royal Lao Government functionaries and former Pathet 
Lao fighting unit functionaries nominated and appointed by the Government, 
informing them that they will henceforth legally exercise their functions 
pending publication of ordinances or decrees legalizing their new positions. 

After investiture of the functionaries, the effective transfer of the 
public services, including all registers and archives, will take place. 

Receipts for registers and archives shall be in the fora of a n proc£s-verbal n . 

Ihe transfer of services at the county level shall take place under 
identical conditions. 

Article 12: Real and personal property held by the Pathet Lao fighting 
unitswill be turned over to the Government. Claims for indemnification and 
social welfare assistance by the population of the provinces will be assumed 
by the Government according to provisions presently in force. 

Article 13: The despatch to their original residences of personnel 
assembled; by the Pathet Lao fighting units in the provinces of Phong Saly and 
Sara Neua will be at the charge of the Government on the proposal of an ad 
hoc commission. 

Article lUr Ihe Government will assure the dissemination of ihe present 
agreement, throughout the entire Kingdom so that all functionaries, police, 
soldiers, and .the population will be informed of the integration of all Lao 
into 'the national conanunity and of the return of peace through reconciliation. 

Article 15: The present agreement shall take effect as of the day it ~i 
is signed. 
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Article 16: The Government will prepare supplementary elections which 

shall be held throughout the Kingdom within a period of four months,, 


Done at Vientiane, November. V)$'h 


President of Royal Lao Government 
Political Delegation. 

Thao Tan Choulanontri 


President of the Pathet Lao lighting 
Unit Delegation^ 

Phouny Yongviehit 


Seen and Accented 


Chief of the Pathet Lao 
Fighting Units, 
Prince Souphanouvong 


Prime Minister of the Royal Lao 
Government, 

Prince Souvanna Phouma 
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